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the month, they contain notices of only a few of the 
creat benevoleut institutions whose auniversaries had 
just commenced. 


LONDON SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


The Forty-Third Annual Meeting of this so- 
riety was held atthe London Coffee House, 
Ludygate-hill, on Wednesday the 20th of April. 

The Secretary read the Report, from «hich 
it appeared that the number of new schools as- 
sisted by the Society since April, 1828, was 
264, containing about 30,000 scholars. A.tdi- 
tional aid had also been granted to RD necessi- 
tous schools, containing about 11,000 seholars 
who were still placed in circumstances requiring 
support. 

During the past year the Society had distri- 
huted the following books :— 


English. Welsh. 


Spelling Books ° ° 27 265 ie Lh 
Alphabets, &c. on boards - 6,605 3,738 
Frimers : : - - 5,853 — 
Sets of Collective Lessons for 

pasting on boards - - BA5 75 
Bibles - - - - 720 11s 
Testaments - - - 3,802 1440 


The total number of schools assisted from 
the commencement of the Society’s operation 
to the present time, was 7,597, containing 
672,624 scholars. Total number of spelling, 
and other elementary books, distributed, 776,- 
608; Testaments, 129,441; Bibles, 10.229.— 
The Sunday Schools of the principality of 
Wales alone had supplied from 30 to 40 Mis- 
sionaries. The receipts dusing the past year 
amounted ouly to 151 9s. 6d. This did not 
incluile the dividends received by tie Society 
on its invested stock, nor the produce of the 
sale of 3001. Exchequer bills, and of 2501. 
Bank stock. ‘These sales the society had been 
obliged to make, in order to make up the differ- 
ence between the sum actually received in do- 
uations and subseriptions, and its disbursements 
of 8841. 0. 10d. the latter exceeding the former 
by 735d. 10s. 4d. ; 523/. 17s. 4d. of the dishurse- 
ments had been in Bibles and Testaments, 
which were supplied by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society at cust price. 

The Secretary rose and said, that previous to 
the year 1800, 42001. had been expended in re- 





munerating Sunday School teachers; but suh- 


—— | sequently to that period their serviees had all 


been gratuitous. 
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\child was tanglt, that man was a sinner, and 
that Christ was the only Saviour. The first 
lesson which they learnt was, “I cannot see 
God, but God can see me.” What more im- 
portant lesson contd be ineuleated on the duc- 
tile mind, than * Thou, God, seest me?” He 
fully eoneurred in the remarks as to the benefits 
from gratuitous teaching, and from his own ex- 
perience could testify, that those who taught 
gratuitously, were the best teachers. Sunday 
Scheels had been established abroad with great 
success. In the West Indies they had sue- 
ceeded beyond the most sanguine expectations. 

Mr. Wilson, a Sunday School Missionary, 
stated, that in Neweastle it had been found 
from inquiry, that ontof 3,400 teachers, 870 of 
them had been brought up in Sunday Schools. 
Out of the Sunday Schools in that town, there 
had been raised up 26 local teachers. Dr. Mor- 
rison, who by his translation of the Scriptures 
into the Chinese language. had opened the way 
for the introduction of Christianity into one- 
fourth of the globe, had been educated in a 
Sabbath School in that town. 


IRISH SOCIETY OF LONDON. 


The Annual Meeting of this Society was 
held on Friday, May Ist, at the Freemason’s 
Hall, Great Queen-street, the Bishop of Litcii- 
field and Coventry, President, in the chair. 

The total nuniber of schools and pupils is as 
follows :—526 schools, 19,312 pupils, 14,709 
adults, 533 aged above fifty, 2,356 females. 

The total number of books distributed has 
Leen :—&47 Bibles, 2.040 Testaments, 223° por- 
tions of the Old and 6,777 of the New Testa- 
ment, 48 Prayer Books, 10,997 Primers, 315 
Vocabularies and Dictionaries. The total re- 
ceipts have this year been—4,3271, the ex- 
penses 4.7681. 15s.; of which 4,1331. Os. 9d. 
have been in the article of teaching alone. 
The debt to the Treasurer, on closing the ac- 
count, was 4401. 1s. Gad. 

WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The Annual Meeting of this Society was 
held in London atthe City Road Chapel, on 
Monday, May 4. Many of the seats were oc- 
cupied by 8 o’clock, and at 10 it was scarcely 





possible to effect an entrance. The back of the 
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platform was appropriated for ladies, and it 
was crowded to excess. At 11 o'clock, the 
Karl of Mounrcasnen, accompanied by the 
Committee, ascended the platform, and the 
sereice commenced by singing the 446th hymn, 
Wesley’s collection. The Rev. Janez Bun- 
TING offered up ashort but impressive prayer. — 
The Earl of Mounrcasnert was called to the 
chair. 

The Rev. Elijah Hoole, Missionary from 
Madras, rose to move a resolution referring to 
the moral degradation of a vast proportion of 
the globe. He believed that as a Missionary, 
returned from India, he should best interest 
the assembly, and most effectually serve the 
large family of the human race, among whom 
he had been laboring for eight years, by stating 
a few plain facts, which had been established 
upon undoubted authority. Amongst other 
facts, he stated, that the Hindoos still continue 
to erect new temples, or to repair old ones.— 
He had witnessed the erection of many, and 
would endeavor to deseribe the mode of do- 
ing it. At Bangaloor he passed a spot of 


ground which had been enclosed ; a few days | 


after he passed again, and saw a mound of 
earth, upon which was placed a lamp. He in- 
quired for what purpose the ground was inten- 
ded, amd was told that it was for a burning 
place. On passing still further on the road, he 
saw a number of women breaking fire-wood, 
each of whom threw a stick into the inclosure. 
Several men were also passing by, some with 
bricks, and others with tiles, and each threw 
one into the inclosure, not thinking it was 
wrong to rob their master fora pious purpose ; 
und so they proceeded, until, in a short time, 
the building was finished, and an idol was in- 
troduced into it. He mentioned that fact to 
prove, that notwithstanding all that had been 
done for India, the people still remain ina state 
of great degradation. One of the most awful 
sights that he had ever witnessed in India was 
that of from 80 to 100,000 people uniting to- 
cether in one act of idolatrons adoration. It 
took place in the month of May, at an anni- 
versary festival, held about forty miles from 
Madras. At the request of an English gentle- 
man he visited the place. They were conduc- 
ted to a Jargestrect, which led to the principal 
gate of the temple. The ico] was from forty 
to sixty feet in height. At the sound of native 
music, the gates were thrown open, and the 
idol was presented to view. In one moment, 
the whole company simultaneously joined in 
an act of worship, and cast themselves upon 
the ground, while others lifted up their, hands, 
and cried, “O God! O God!” He might also 
refer the assembly to Vishnu, who was stated 
to have undergone ten incarnations to accoin- 
plish the deliverance of the people, Upon in- 
quiry into all the systems of religion adopted 
in India, they were found to contain the most 
fuolish romauces. 
that led the mind to see the damning nature of 
sin, and the necessity of being saved from its 
influence. The Hindoos, however, with all 
their ‘superstition and idolatry, believed in a 
sort Of divine or supernatural influence. The 
author whom he had quoted, said, “ Those who 
approached the feet of him who ruled over the 


There was nothing in them | 
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{mind of his worshippers, should long be happy 
with him in heaven.” The Hindoos generaily 
attwibuted all diseases to the influence of their 
gods. That awful disease, the Cholera Morbus, 
wasattributed toa goddess. A shorttimetbefore 
he left India, he visited Seringapatam, where 
the disease had been raging iu all its dreacfu| 
horrors, and the living were not sufficient to 
inter the dead. They consequently removed 
the tiles from off the roofs of the houses, an 
permitted the birds of prey to enter in and de- 
stroy the carcasses, and the streets were filled 
with sheep, who had been sacrificed to appease 
the gods. ‘The Hiudoos were initiated into their 
systems very early, but many of them appear- 
ed to be highly dissatisfied with the present 
state of things. 


LONDON WIBERNIAN SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting of this Institution was 
held on Monday, May 4, at the Freemason’s 
/ Hall, Great Queen-street, London. The fol- 
lowing facts are extracts from the Reports. 

A very considerable increase has taken place 
in the number of the Society’s schools, seho!- 
ars, and scripture readers. A larger number 
than usual of Bibles and Testaments, both in 
English and Irish, have also been circulated ; 
while the calls for additional schools, and scrip- 
ture readers, are still numerous. 

The Day schools have advanced from five 
hundred and twenty, as reported last year, to 
six hundred and thirty, containing forty-seven 
thousand nine hundred and sixteen scholars: 
of whom niveteen thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three were Roman Catholies, and twen- 
ty-eight thousand one hundred aud eighty-three 
were Protestants; it thus appears, that above 
one thousand more Roman Catholics have 
been educated in the Day schools, in the last, 
than in the preceeding year ; while the increase 
of Protestant scholars has been nearly four 
thousand. 

The six hundred and thirty Day schools con- 
nected with the Society, are thus cireumstan- 
ced in regard to patronage :—316 are placed 
under the care and superintendence of clergy- 
men of the Established Church; 15 under 
ministers of various denominations; 215. in 
connexion with noblemen and gentlemen, atl 
4i have no regular patrons or visitors, in con- 
sequence of their lecal situation being remote 
from resident gentlemen or clergy. 

* The Society’s Sunday Schools now amount 
to four hundred and eight, being an increase 
of one hundred and thirty-seven, over those of 
last year, and containing sixteen-thousand sev- 
en hundred and forty scholars: while the Adult 
schools have advanced to two hundred and six- 
ty one, in which ten thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-four scholars have been enrolled.— 
| By far the grater part of the Adult scholars are 
(of the Romish persuasion; many of them ha- 





_bitually speak the Irish language ; and almost 
‘all learn, in the course of one season, to reai 
‘with fluency, either in English or Irish, the 
New Testament. ' 
The labors of the Seripture readers, during 
the last year, have been uninterrupted: their 
number also has. been increasd. The Socict! 
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employs at present sixteen inspectors, and fifty 
Scripture readers, being an increase of sevey- 
teen of the latter. 

The Society has distributed, during the last 
year, by means of its schools, and Scripture 
readers, four thousand five hundred and fifty- 
two English or Irish Bibles, and eighteen thou- 
sand four hundred and fourteen English or 
Jrish Testaments ; these, together with the for- 
mer distributions, amount to above 209,390 
copies of the Holy Scriptures dispersed by 
them. 

The gross receipts of the yexr amounted to 
£7,809, or $34,706, while the expenditure has 
reached £8,917, or $39,631. 

The Rev. J. W. Cunningham, of Harrow, 
said, that it was one of the prescriptions of the 
country in which he lived, “Never sow against 
the wind.” Tie people knew very well that 
the seed would be blown away, and that they 
would have only a partial erop. “This, howev- 


: me 
er, the Hibernian Society had dene ti Trelund. | 
jland of idols, und to quicken the nations: then 


But the seed had, nevertheless, sprung up, the 
blade was strong aud floarishing, and the har- 
vest would doubtless be abundant. 
ed too, that although this Society was tot nn. | 
der the inunediate patronage of the E-statrtlist- 
ed Chureh, yet that three hundred of its 
schools were under the superintendence of 
clergymen. 

Lord Mountsandford, one of the Vice Pres 
idents, felt pleasure in addressing ihe meeting 
on this subject. 


. 


ing lately made a tour through Ireland, he could 
say that the people were anxious to receive 
the Seriptures, and the clergy, particularly tlre 
younger clergy. were active and zealous im the 
discharge of their duties. 





Ile had been delighted with | 
the report which he had jast heard ; and hav- | Bellary. 


The noble Lord! 


East Indies.— Bellar i G7 


fessing the absurdities of their own religion, 
deploring their ignorance and deluded condition, 
and acknowledging that there is no salvation for 
them through their Shasters, or through those 
| Whom they worship as gods. I have reason to 
believe that many have been deeply impressed 
by what they have heard; the power of the 
Holy Spirit can alone muke it effectual to their 
turning “from darkness to light, and from the 
kingdoin of Saten unto the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son.” 

The willingness manifested by the people on 
this occasion, to hear the truths of the Gospel, 
indicates a pleasing sign of the times, aud that 
the fields are white unto the harvest. To 
reap these, many active and pious native teach- 
,ers, whose bearts are in their work, and who 
| feel the love of Christ, are required to itinerate 
‘constantly among the people. The period is 
ifust approaching, when the knowledge of the 





Lord isto cover. the whole earth, and the Holy 


Spirit to be poured out more powerfully on this 


“the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 


He rejeic- | God ; and they that hear shall live.” 


BELLARY. 


Exiract from the Ninth Report of the Bellary 
Branch Bible Society. 


During the year, a large number of portions 
of Genesis, and of the Gospels, has been grant- 
ed forthe use of the Mission native schools at 
In these schools the Scriptures are 
now daily read as aschool book, by ail the 
children whe are capable of reading, and ma- 
ny of them have acquired a considerable por- 
tion of Scripture knowledge. 

In the Zitiah jail also, portions of the Serip- 


then referred toa deat aud dumb lad, who bad | tares have been given to such of the prisoners 
been taken by a lady who was herself deaf,}as could read, and were desirous of them; 
froma scene of wretheduess, aud tangit that! and, we are told, they frequently employ their 


there wasa God, a heaven and a hell. He 
mentioned this fact to show what might be | 
done by iodividual efforts; this lady, herself | 
deaf, had taught thisdeaf and dumb boy to un- | 
derstand the great truths of the Bible. 





EAST INDIES. 
CUPDAPAK. 


Extracis of a Letier from Mr. Howe'l, 
Cuddapah, October 1, 1523. 


After I bad written to you in July last, a 
pleasing door of usefulness was opened here | 
among the heathen, who were summoned from | 
the surrounding districts to attend at the half | 
yearly sessious held at this place by the provin- | 
cial judges of Chittoor. 


tated | 


Daily Preaching lo Natives. 
_ This afforded me a good opportunity of mak- | 
ing kuown the Gospel to numerous straugers, | 
who never before heard of the salvation that is | 
in Jesus Christ, through his atoning sacrifice | 
and justifying righteousness. It was both | 
pleasing and encouraging to see the heathen | 
coming in such numbers every day to the cha)- 


leisure hours in the evening, and on the Sab- 
batly, in reading aloud to others, many of whom 
sit around to hear. 

During along Missionary tour made by your 
Secretary,”® in March, April and May, last year, 
ie was often delighted to see the eagerness 


jwith whieh the Scriptures were sought after. 
Though he received from your Depository, on 
‘his departure, a considerable number of por- 


tions of the sacred Scriptures, it was impossi- 
ble to supply the demands of a twentieth part 


of those who applied for them; and the im- 


portunate manverin which many of those who 
were refused continued to urge their suit, was 
-ometimes quite distressing. 

Your Secretary, during his visit at Goa. 
was lhuppy to observe a disposition there also 
to receive the Scriptures, and a few copies of 
the Old and New Testament were disposed of. 

\ few pleasing instances have come to light, 
whieh prove that the Society bas not expended 
its labors and its money for nought. One per- 
son at cllary, who was till lately an ignorant 
and bigoted Roman Catholic, has been led, 
by reading the New Testament, which he ob- 
tained from this Society, to see the errors of 


el, for neatly two months, to hear the word of | that Church, and to discover the way of salva 
life. Much of the precious seed was sown at '—- 


‘hese times. ‘To the conviction of manv. cén- 
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US Bangalore. 


tion. Afew munths ago he openly renounced 
Popery, and erobraced the Protestant faith, aml 
his life afiurds a pleasing evidence that the Bible 
has, under the intluence of the Holy Spirit, 
made hin a real Christian. 

Three persovs, one at Cananore, and two at 
Tellicherry, have lately, inthe most public and 
decided manuer, renounced the Romish faith, 
and published their reasons for so doing ; their 
apology has been sent to us, and it plainly 
proves the mind of the writer to have been en- 
lightened by the Holy Seriptures. 

A striking instance, worthy of being record- 
ed fur the encouragement of those who circu- 
jate the Seriptures, was recently related at a 
Bible Society’s meeting in Bengal, by the ven- 
erable Archdeacon of Caleutta. About twenty 
years ago, when he was stationed as Chaplain 
at Chunar, a vative Roman Catholic visited him 
fur religious instruction. At that time there 
was no translation of the Scriptures made; 
Mr. Corrie, therefore, selected some of the 
must important passages fromthe Bible, and 
to the best of his abilities dictated a translation 
of them to the poor man, who wrote them on 
a uumber of loose pieces of paper. Mr. Corrie 


svon lost sight of him, and beard nothing of 


him fur many years; but lately he was informe 
by the Rev. Mr. Wilkinson, of Goruckpore, 
thata short time ago he had been called to visit 
this same man upon his death-bed. Ou enter 
ing into conversation with hin, he was surprised 
by the extent of his acquaintance with Serip- 
tural religion, aud the propriety of the feelings 
which he expressed in reference to the soleuu 
situation in which he was then placed. Le ask- 
ed an explanation ; aud the poor man produced 
the loose slips of paper, on wiich be had writ- 
ten Mr. Corrie’s translations. On these it ap- 
peared his soul had fed through life; aud 
through light and comfort derived trom: thei, 
he died such a death, that Mr. Wilkinson en- 
tertained no doubt of his having passed inte 
glory. ‘Thus we see the precious seed of di- 
vine truth tay be sown, take root, spring up, 
and produce fruit unto eternal life, without 
scarcely being observed, except by hin who 
planted and cherished it by his Spirit. 


BANGALORE. 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Reeve, dated Ban- 
gulore, October 14, 1828. 


“Let us not be weary in well-doing : for in 
due season we shall reap if we faint not.” This 
quotation from the inspired Writiugs las been 
suggested by a circumstance that recently oc- 
curred in connexion with the Mission at Viz- 
ngapatam, where the laborers, most of whom 
are now removed to their rest, spared ne pains 
to till and manure the field, and to cast into the 
furrow “the good seed of the kingdom,” bur 
were not permitted, while on earth, to witness 
the cousummatiou of the desired harvest. 


Account of tivo Nulive Converts. 
We have lately had some satisfactory and 
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hopeful indications of the utility and benefit 
which were expected to accrue from the instruc- 
tions they received ; but whom the Lord has 
since “called,” we trust, “ with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according tw 
his own purpose and grace, which was give; 
us iv Clirist, before the world began.” They 


now rejoice at the recollection of the names of 


Des Granges, Pritchard, and Gordon, and are 
truly grateful to God for the kind providence 
which brought them under the notice of “ these 
servants of the most high God, who showed 
unto them the works of eternal life.” 

They are both placed in situations of respon. 
sibility and usefulness; they are respectable 
for their talents and acquirements; and they 
will, I hope, by their zeal and benevolence, 
provoke many to imitation and rivalry. One 
of them told me, with tears in his eyes, that 
his whole delight now consisted in improving 


his leisure hours by speaking to the heathen of 


the Saviour, in the condescension of his grace, 
the wonders of his love, and the efficacy of his 
atonement. Asheis acquainted with four lin- 
vuages, his usefnlnessinay becoine very exten- 
sive. "They are both now removed to a distance 
from us, but they are under the watchiul care 


of “the Good Shepherd,” through whose pow- 


er alone we are kept by faith unto salvation. — It 
seemed right to notice these passing instatices 
of the usefulness of the Vizagapatam Mission. 
Letus not be faithless, but believing. The 
means are ours, but the blessing and the time to 
bestow it, both beloug to Ged. 

Happy Death of a Native Convert. 

A few weeks sinee, another of the members 
of our native church was called to enter, we 
humbly hope, into that “rest which remaineth 
forthe people of God.” During his affliction, 
which was severe and protracted, he manifested 
a deportment and temper consistent and exem- 
plary. He was always anxious to listen to the 
voice of his teachers, and never appeared more 
happy than when he had some Cliristian friend 
by bis side conversing with him on the subjects 
which pertain to the kingdom of God. Having 
asked hiwn, on one oceasion, on what his 
hopes were founded for eternity, le replied in 


- oe 
the answer of Peter to the Saviour, “ Lord, to 


whom shall we go? Thou hast the words ot 
eternal life ;” and added, in the words of Pau’, 
* for me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
Ina season of great exhaustion of nature, and 
when suffering acute pain, induced by a diseas- 
ed liver, he dilated with apparent iaward de- 
lighten the cheeriag invitation, “Come unto 
me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and ! 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
aul learn of me, for IT am meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shall find rest anto your seuls.— 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
Referring to his distressing affliction, be sai}, 
“Vhe Lord Jesus Christ endured scorn and re- 
proach, and, atJtast, the shameful death of the 
cross, for the salvation of poor sinners ; avd 
surely it becomes me to be patient under suffer- 
ing.” When about to depart, he observe, 


profitable intercourse with two persons, who | that all fear and dread had been removed frou 
were both educated by the Missionaries at that | 
station, and whodid not, at the time, properly 
appreciate their privileges, 


nor present any 





his mind, and that he was waiting to receive 
the message, “ ‘The master is come, and calleth 
for thee.” His last moments were employed 
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in praying for “the grace to be brought at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” He has left a 
widow, who is likewise a member, and very 
consistent in her conduct. 








Prom the Christian Woetchmamn. 


server! that the labors of Missionaries were 
truly lionorable, and that to.endeavor to fix on 
them a stigma, was a crime of the deepest dye. 
He was grateful that there was a growing re- 
spect towards Christian Missionaries, which 
murked a pleasing difference of feeling from 


ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION, CALCUTTA. | what existed twenty years since. There were, 


The brethren at Calentta have addressed the 
Baptist Missionary Society in Engtand, froin | 
Calcutta, Sept. lees. Native worship is con-| 
dacted by two services on the Lord’s-day, for | 
ihe benefit of the native converts. There are | 
also four bungaloos in different parts of Calcut- 
ta, for preaching to the Hindoos and Mussul- 
mans. Idolatry is decreasing in the city, but, 
alas! in too many instances, among the youth 
of education and wealth, deism is taking its 
place. Of the English ehureh in Circular 
Road, Rev. Mr. Thomas has taken the charge 
during the absence of Mr. Yates. One aridi- 
now by baptisin has been made since the last 
joint leter, and two excluded. The ‘Type 
Foundry and Priating Office are in active op- 
vration. A fout of Siamese types has been late- 
ly cast. A complete font of Burman types ix 
also cutting, for the use of the American Miss- 
ion, In printing the Scriptures and ‘Tracts.— 
Fouts Lave recently been cast for the Mission- 
aries at Bombay and Surat, of Maharatta and 
(oojuratee. Lu the Printing Office, since the 
Jast official letter, several large works have 
been executed for Governinent and individuals, 
whieh will assist the Missionary funds. For 
the Caleutta Tract Society six different works | 
have been printed in Bengalee. [a Ooriya and | 
Hindoee, tour other small works, and several | 
Traets and religious worksin Enclish, with 500 | 
sheet Tracts mont!:ly in Bengalee, have uibso | 
heen executed. Several thousand School books, | 
ior the Calcutta School Book Society, have lke- | 
wise passed through the press. Ina late Re-| 
port by the Serampore brethren, of two Schools 
in Caieutta, the average attendance of the boys, 
is 150, and of the girls 100. Their puneruality 
in attendance has mcreased, and a late public 
examination was highly satisfactory. A Sun- | 
day School is in operation, and the weekly re- 
vious meetings of the young people are con- 
tinued with interest. The Misstonary letter, 
however, remarks, that the nominal Christian | 
population are astumbling block to thé heathen :| 
ior * a vast portion of them are sunk in degra- 
dation below the heathen !” 











MISSIONS A HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 


Some. who know but little of the history of 
Missions, suppose that the holy flame, whieh 
now burns in t! e breast of Missionaries, rarely 
slowed in the bosom of the friends of Christi- 
anity till recently. There are, however, some 
grand examples of a zea! in this cause, which 
wonld honor men of a modern date whose ce- 
lebrity is deservedly great. Amongst those of 
this character, we were pleased to meet with 
the following ancient letter of an Arch-bishop 
in the reign of George the first, of England, 
Written more than a century since. It was in- 
troduced by Mr. Wilberforce at the annual 
meeting of the Wesleyan Missionary Socicty in 
London, the 4th of Jast month. Mr. W. ob 





however, those, who, he said, valued Missiona- 
ries in former times; and to demonstrate this, 
he brought forward an extract, taken from an 
ancient record, and Which he had made for the 
purpose of reading in that Missionary Meeting. 
It wasa letter written by Archbishop Wake, to 
some Lutheran Missionaries in the East Indies, 
who were also honored by receiving a letter 
from Groner tHe first. Mr. W. read it, he 
suid, with the more pleasure, because there was 
a gentleman on the platform, who for twenty 
years had sustained the Lonereble station of a 
Missionary. It was with singular pleasure he 
found the passage; and he should be able to 
congratulate himself, as well as the Meeting, 
that it was a passage which would warm the 
bosom of every Christian who read it. It must 
have been a high gratification to see at this 
Meeting, in the last days of such a man us 
Wilberforce, such an unquenchable ardor as he 
manifested in the cause of Missions. The fol- 
lowing is the letter referred to ;— 


“To Bartholomew Ziegenblogius, and John Er- 
nest Grundlerus, Preachers of the Christian 
‘utth on the Coast of Coromandel. 

* Let others indulge ina Ministry, if not idle, 
certainly less laborious, among Christians at 
Home. Let them enjoy in the bosom of the 
Church, titles and honors obtained without la- 
bor ard without danger. Your praise it will 
he (a praise of endless duration on earth, and 
followed by a just recompense in heaven,) to 
have labored in the vineyard which yourselves 


have planted; to have declared the name ot 


Christ where it was not known before, and 
through much peril and difficulty, to have.con- 
verted to the faith those arnong whom ye after- 
wards fulfilled your Ministry. Your provinee, 
therefore, brethren, your office, I place before 
ali dignities inthe Church. Let others be Pon- 
tiffs, Patriarebs, or Popes; Jet them glisten in 
purple, in scarlet, or in gold; let them seek the 
admiration of the wondering multitude, and re- 
ceive obeisance on the bended knee. Ye have 
aequire:d a betrer name than they, and a more 
sacred fame. And when that day shall arrive, 
when the Chief Shepherd shall give to every 
man according to Ins work, a greater reward 
shall be adjudged to you. Admitted into the 
glorious society of the Prophets, Evangelists, 
and Apostles, ye. with them shall shine, like the 
sun among the lesser stars, inthe kingdom of 
your fath-r, forever. 

* * x % * % ; 7 % % ‘ : & 

O happy men, who, standing before the tri- 
bunal of Christ, shall exhibit so many vations 
converted to his faith by your preaciing. Hap- 
py men, to whem it shall be given to say, be 
fore the assembly of the whole huson race 
- Bebold iis, Lord, atu! the children whom thou 
hast given us !” Happy hen, Wile, lei just 
fied by the Saviour, shall receive in that day 


! ’ | 


the reward of vour tabors, and ; 
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that glorious eucomium, “ Well done, good and 
faithful servants, enter ye into the joy ig aca 
Lord.” May Almighty God graciously favor 
you and your labor in allthings. May he open 
the hearts of those to whom ye preach the Gos- 
pel of Christianity, that, hearing you, they may 
receive life-giving faith. May be protect you 
and yours from all evils and dangers. And 
when ye arrive (inay it be late!) atthe od ot 
your course, may the same God who hath call- 
ed you to this work of the Gospel, and hath 


preserved you in it, grant.to you the reward of | 


your labor, an incorruptible crown of glory. 


Lambeth, Jan. 7, 1719. 
Miscellancovs Xutelliacnee. 
CIRCULAR. 





To the Clergy of ail Denominations in the State 


of New York. 
For some years past, in many of cur church- 


es, collections have been made on the 4th day | 


of July, or on the preceding 6r following Sun- 
day, for the benefit of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. During the last session of the 
legislature of this state, a State Society auxil- 
jary tothe American Colonization Society, was 
instituted in this city. The managers of the 
State Society now respectfully request and 
urge the reverend clergy of all denominations 


in thisstate, with renewed zeal, to repeat their , 


efforts on the approaching anniversary of our 


independence, or on the preeeding or sue- | 


ceeding Sunday, to make collections to pro- 


mote the benevolent and highly interesting ob- | 


jects ‘of the American Colonization Society. 
What other purpose of benevolence can be 
more interesti: ¢ to us as Cliristians, philanthro- 
pists or patriots? What else can be done that 
promises such beneficial results? The well 
known objects of the American Colonization 
Society are the mora! elevation of the free black 
many gotroducing into Afrien and spreading the 
benefits, of knowledge, civilization and chris- 
tianity ; the abolition of the slave trade on its 
western coast, north and south of Liberia; and 
in process of time, in accordance with the 
x of the age, with public opinion on the 
s 





[June, 


In planting that litile colosy, we may hope thar 
a work has been done, “which not years, nor 
ages, nor time, nor eternity shall ando.” Tie 
growth of the coluny will facilitate its inter- 
course, and increase its commerce with this 
country; and consequently diminish the price 
of the passage from the one to the other. It 
has hitherto progresse|) beyond the hopes and 
expectations of its founders and patrons. Cof- 
fee, the produce of Liberia, is now selling in 
| this city. 

We have every indt..ement to exert ourselves 
in hastening on all the good expected frem the 
efforts of the society; and it is hoped that the 
collections to be made the next 4th of July, will 
iexceed those of any former year. 

| The monies to be collected may be trans- 
mitted to Richard Yates, Esq. eashier of the 
}New York State Bank, and Treasurer of the 
| Society. JOHN SAVAGE, Presideni. 
R. V. De Warr, Secretary. 

|} CuHarces R. Weaster, Nanmanus Bureck- 
, eR. Janez D. Hammonp, Bensamin PF. Borv- 
‘ner. Joun Witnarn, Managers, 

| dibany, June, 8, 1829. 


| THE FOURTH OF JULY. 


} The Plymouth Conference (N. H.) last year ap- 
| pointed a committee of Laymen to consider and Re- 
| port on this question: “Js it right for Christians to 
jattend the celebration of the fourth of July in the 
manger in which that day is usually observed at the 
; festive board ?”’ : 
The following is the substance of their report, 
which was unanimously adopted by the Conference. 
The word of divine truth is the only safe 
jrule forthe Christian to fullow. In that word 
we are commanded that whether we eat, er 
‘drink, or whatscever we do, to doallto the 
glory of Ged. Now we would ask, can the 
bumble believer in Jesus Christ, when sitting 
at the festive board, haye the glory of God in 
view, ami, at the same time, be abusing aus! 
wasting the bounties of God's providence, and 
hearing and assenting to the sentiments there ail- 
vanced inthe toasts given, contrary, as is often 
the fact, to the word of God ?—This word com- 
comands us to love our neighbor as ourselves ; 0 
jlove onr enemies; to bless them that curse us 








ave-holding states; and with the interest of | not to speak evil of dignities,—and to pray every 


those states, te expel slavery from this blessed 


jand, 


where, Iiting up holy hands, without wrath 
jand doubting. Therefore, 

This ultimate and grand object is ef course | PT 

distant, but it should be considered that in the , 


Fesalve hetin the opinion of this Confer- 
ence it isnot right for Christians to attend onthe 


history of nations, acentury is but as a day inj celebration of the 4th of July in the way and 
the lite of an individual. We should think of | manner tin which said day ix ustially velebrated 


the changes that have occurred in human cpin- 
ion; in the jcondition of men and of nations, 
during the lapse of the last ceutury, during the 
brief period of our own lives. 

Who can think of estimating the good that 
has already been done by the American Colo 
nization Society. It is not extravagant to say, 
that the condition ef multitudes of eur rac 
during the progress of future centuries, may be 
influenced by the establishment of the colony of 
Liberia, Every vessel sent by the charity of 
the wise and good of this country, with freed 
black people to Africa, may carry with it seeds 
which will spring up and produce fruits of 
jnoral and intellectual good for ages to come. | 





at the festive board ; and we weul! recommend 
te all professers of religion, bret especially to 
the members of the Churches in this Confer- 
ence, to absent themselves from such celebra- 
rons, 

Resolved, That in the epinion of this Confer- 
ence, itis the privilege and may be the duty of 
all American citizens to meet on the 4th of 
July annually, ard religiotisly celebrate the 
day, whieh gave the American States their in- 
dependence, by offering united, public, grati- 
tude and praise’to Almighty God, who has giv- 
enus all the temporal blessings and spiritual 
mercies which we have been allowed to re- 
ceive. 








—— Ss Ww ae 
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Resolved, That it is very suitable, that a con- 
tribution be taken up on said day, for the * Amer- 
ican Colonization Society,” or some other char- 
itable purpose.—.V° H. Obs. abr. 


Skeich of the plan adopled and pursued in the Bi- 
ble Classes of the first Presbyterian Church in 
Utica, VY. bee 
The classes connected with the first presby- 

terian church in Utica consisting of young per- 

sons of both sexes, from the age of 12 ww 25, 

and are conducted by laymen, ander the super- 

intendence of the Mimister. None are received 
from the Sabbath Schools, without a recom- 
mendation from the superintendents. All new 
members are assigned to the several classes by 
lot, and remain members of such classes, un- 
less from peculiar circumstances, a change is 
allowed by the Managers. ‘The ‘Teachers of 
the Classes constitute a Board of Managers, to 
dispose of all business pertaining to the associ- 
view. The maximum number for each class 

istwenty, ‘The classes assemble together in a 

large room, for recitation, at the imterval of 

public worship, at noon, on Sunday, one hour 
in winter, and an hour and a half im suniuner. 

The exercises are as fuliows: Singing, prayer, 

recitation, designating the next lesson, occa- 

sioual remarks, &c. concluding prayer. One 
of the teachers takes the general direction of the 
exercises, and makes the preliminary prayer ; 
and the others make the concluding prayer 


| Zealand, embarked at Gravesend April 25, fer 
New South Wales.—Mr. Kitto, employed in the 
printing office at Malia, has returned home to 
England.—The missionaries in W. Africa have 
latterly enjoyed better health, than at many 
former periods. Mrs. Gerber, the wife of the 
Rev. Jolin Gerber, died Dec. 16. She was a 
native of Germauy.—The labors of Mr. Jew- 
ett, im respect of Maltese translations, have 
been deprived of the able aid of Signior Vass- 
alic, who died Jan 12. 





TRAVELLING ON THE SABBATH. 


The New York Observer of June 20th, con- 
tains the testimony of a number of respectable 
tavern-keepers in the county of Greene, N. Y. 
against this custom; which they consider not 
only a profanation of the day, but as tending 
very extensively to disturb its sacred rest, and 
especially the family duties appropriate to the 
Sabbath. They state that they would prefer 
entertaining ata reduced price, such as were 
disposed to put up at their houses over the 
Sabbath, (conforming themselves to the laws of 
the same) to receiving a full price from those, 
who, by coming and going, interrupt the public 
and private services of this consecrated day. 
This is highly honorable to the gentlemen who 
thus express their opinions, and will, we hope, 
call forth similar testimonies. The breach of 
the Lord’s day, by unnecessary travelling, will, 
we trust, become increasingly disreputable, 





in rotation. A coutribution is made montily, 
and appropriated to objects ot Christian be- 
nevolence. The Union CatechiSin, by Emer- 
son, has been the standing class-book for tour 
years, except a few intervals, when the para- 
bles of the New Testament have been substi- 
tuted for lessons. The teachers, cight in num- 
ber, assemble every Sabbath, after public wor- 
ship in the afternoon, to examine the next suc- 
ceeding Jesson. One of them acts as moniter | 
for the time, and the others by rotation. Tiie 
tenchers, having given the lesson a previous ib- 
vestigation, with all. the helps in their power, | 
come prepared to submit their labors to each 
other; to examine, and be examined, with fi- 
deluy. Here, ali subjects, histurical, doctrin- 
al aad practical, falling within the compass of 
the Jesson, are considered and discu sed. All 
discrepancies are generally reconeiled ; and be- 
sides the personal advantage of such an exer- 
cise, each teacher combines iu one view, the 
results of his own study and those of all his 
brethren. ‘Topics, purely sectarian, are pus- 
sed by as of inferior importance. Points, 
which divided the teachers, are not stated de- 
cisively either way, before the classes. The 
examination closes with prayer. The teach- 
ers are, by this preparatory examination, en- 
abled to select and condense the most impor- 
tant matter in the lessons, fer special conside- 
ration, at the recitation the following week, 
and to bring the truths of revelation to a prac- 
tical bearing on the heart. Eutire union has 
pervaded the Bible Classes from the beginning, 
and much good has resulted from the associa- 
tuon.— West. Rec. 


Church Missionary Society.—Tie Rev. A. N. 


Brown and his companions, appointed to New- 
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and be especially avoided by all professors of 
religion. Its infraction is a dishonour to God, 
and a grief to his friends 





HEATHENISM AND CHRISTIANITY 
Treatment of Women in India 


One poor old woman to whom I gave half a 
rupee on account of her great age and infirmi- 
ties, was, after I had passed, thrown down, 
trampled on, and her hands, arms, and breast, 
dreadfully pinched and bruised, to compel her 
to uplock her grasp of the money. ‘The Resi- 
dent’s people rescued her, or she probabiy 
would have been killed. I observed by the way, 
that my chobdar and the rest of my escort 
seemed to think it was strange to give more to 
a woman than to most of the men; aud Thad 
noticed on many occasions, that all through In- 
dia any thing is thonght good enough for the 
weaker sex, and that the ronghest words, the 
poorest garments, the scautiest alms, the most 
degrading labor and the hardest blows are gen- 
erally their portion. The, same cluprasse who 
in clearing the way before a great man, speaks 
civilly enough to those of his own sex, cuffs 
and kicks any wufortunate femmle who crosses 
his path without warning or forbearance. Yet 
to young children they are all gentleness and 
indulgence. What riddles men are!—how 
strangely do they differ in different countries! 
Ant idle boy inacrowd would infallibly in Eng- 
land get his head broken, but what ah outery 
would be raised ifan uooffending wornan were 
beaten by one of the sattellites of antlerity 


Bishop Heber. 


The Rev. John a ed nm 1) of Vv rote 5 . ] 1s 


heen chosen Preside: { Geneva Colles ». \ 
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“ Remember now thy Creator iv the days of thy youth 
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‘ . » “* . . - , 1 . vF “- 
“ Reading fills the mind ouly with materials of knowledge : tt is thinking makes what we read ours.’’—Locke. 




















LIFE OF 8ST. PAUL. 
(Continued from page £9 ) 
Cuaptrer VIE. 


The Tvansactions of St. Paul, from his first 
Trial before Felix, till his coming to Rome. 


Our apostle, soon after his arrival, encount 
ered Tertullus, who, ina short, but eloquent 
speech, began+o accuse him, charging bia with 
sedition, heresy, and protanation of the temple, 

The orator having tinishes his charge against 
the apostle, Felix told St. Paul that he was now 
at liberty to make his defence, which he did in 
the following manner : 

“T answer this charge of the Jews with the 
greatest satisfaction before thee, because thou 
hast for many years been « judge of this na- 
tion, About twelve days since, I repaired to 
Jerusalem, to worship the God of Jacob. But 
I neither disputed with any man, or endeavur- 
ed to stir the people in the synagogues or the 
city. Nor can they prove the charge they huve 
brought against me. 

“This, however, lL readily confess, ‘ that after 
the way which they call heresy, so worship | 
the God of my fathers, aud according to this 
faith, lam careful to maintain a clear and quict 
conscience, both towards God and man. 

“After I had spent some years in distant 
countries, I repaired to Jerusalem, with tLe 
alms I had collected in other provinees, for the 
poor of mine own nation, an offering to the 
God of Jacob, And while I was performing 
the duties of religion, certain Asiatic Jews 
found ime in the teaiple, purified according to 
the law ; but neither attended with a multitude 
of followers, or the least turmultuous assem)ly. 
It was therefore necessary that these Jews 
should have been lere, if they had any thing 
to allege ugainstine. Nay, I appeal to those vi 
the Sanhedrim here present, if any thing has 


sist upon the most important points, both of 
faith and practice, particularly the influence 
which a future judgment should have upon the 
whole tenor of his Ife and conduct. 

This discourse was wisely adapted to the 
state and temper of Felix : though when 81. 
Paul pathetically described the terrors of the 
last judgment, Felix trembled on his throne, 
and was so greatly effected, that he caused the 
apostle to brenk off abruptly, telling bim that 
he would hear the remainder of ‘bis discourse 
ath more convenient season. 

Felix, no doubt, had sufficient reason to trem- 
ble, and his conscience to be sensibly alarmed at 
these reflections ; for he was a man notoriously 
infamous for rapine and violence. ‘Tacitus tells 
us, that he made bis will the liw of his govern- 
ment, practising all manner of cruelty and in- 
justice. To these qualities he added bribery 


and covetousness: and, therefore, often seut 


for our apostle to discourse with bim, expect- 
ing he would have given him a considerable 
sum for his release; having. in all probability, 
heard that St. Paul had brought a large quan- 
tity of money to Jerusalem. 

But finding no offers were made him, either 
by thé apostle himself or his triends, he kept 
hiny prisoner two years; when he himself being 
discharged from his office by Nero, le lef Paut 
in prison, in order to gratify the malice of the 
Jews, atid engage them to speak the better of 
his government, after his departure from Judea. 

a] 
the province by Porcius Festus, before whom, 
at his first coming to Jerusalem, the high priest 
and Sanhedrim preferred an indictedt against 
Paul, desiring that he wight be seat for up tu 
Jerusalem, in order to take his trial; intending 
to assassinate him by the way. Bat Festus 
told them, that he was shortly going himself vo 
Caesarea, and that it they bad any complaint 
against Paul, they should come down thither 





been laid to my charge, except the objections 
of the Sadducees, who violently opposed me fur 
asserting the doctrine of the resurrection.” 
Felix having thus heard both parties, refised | 
to pass any final seutence, till he had more ful- | 
ly advised about it, and consulted Lysias, the 
governor of the castle, who was the most prop- 
er person to give an account of the sedition 
pate tumult; commanding, in the mean time, 
that St. Paul should be kept under a guard, but 
at the same time enjoy the liberty of Leing vis- 
ited by his friends, and receiving from thein any 
office of friendship. 


Soon after this, Felix’s wife, Drusilla, a Jew- 
ess, and daughter of the elder Herod, came 
down to him at Casarea, in whose presence 
the governor sent for Paul, and gave him leave 
to explain the doctrines of Christianity. In 
this discourse the apostle took occasion to in- 








and accuse him. 
Accordingly, as soon as he was come to Cws- 


i area, he ascended the tribunal. where the Jews 


renewed the charge they had befsre brought 
against Paul; but the apostle soou cleared him- 
self of every partof the charge, they not be- 
ing able to prove any thing against bim.— 
Festus, however, being willing to procure the 
favor of the Jews at his entrance on the gov- 
ernment, asked Paul, whether he would go up 
and be wied before hitn at Jerusalem. But the 
apostle well knowing the consequences of such 
a proposal, answered, as a Roman, “I appeal 
unto Cresar.” 

This method of appealing was common a- 
mong the Romans, and introduced to defend 
and secure the lives aud fortunes of the people 
fromm the unjust encroachments and rigorous 
severities of the magistrates, whereby it wus 


Felix was succeeded in the govermment of 








1829.) 


lawful, in cases of oppression to appeal to the 
people for redress ; a ching more than once set- 
led by the sanction of the Valerian law. 

Some time after St. Paul had appealed unto 
Cesar, king Agrippa, who succeeded Herod in 
the Tetrarchate of Galilee, and his sister Ber- 
nice, came to Ceresarea to visit the new govern- 
er. Festus embraced this opportunity of men- 
tioning the case of our apostie to king Agrippa, 
together with the remarkable tumult this affair 
had occasioned among the Jews, and the ap- 
peal he made to Cesar. This account excited 
the curiosity of king Agrippa, and he was de- 
sirous of hearing himself what St. Paul had to 
say in bis own vindication. 

Accordingly, the next day, the king and his 
sister, accompanied with Festus the governor, 
and several other persons of distinetion, came 
mito the court with a pompous and splendid ret- 
inue, where the prisoner was brought before 
them. Ou his appearing, Festus informed the 
court, how greatly be had been iniportuned by 
the Jews, both at Cresarea and Jerusalem, to 
put the prisoner to death as a malefactor; but 
having, on examination, found him guilty of no 
capital crime, and the prisoner himself having 
appealed unto Cesar, he was determined to 
send him to Rome; but was willing to have his 
cause debated before Agrippa, that he might 
be furnished with some material particulars to 
send with him; it being highly absurd to send 
a without siguifying the crimes alleg- 
ed against him. 

Festus having finished his speech, Agrippa 
told Paul, he was now at liberty to make his 
own defence: and silence being mace, he de- 
livered himself in the tollowing manner, ad- 
dressing his speech particulariy to Agrippa: 

“fT consider it asa peculiar happiness, king 
Agrippa, that Lam to make my defence againsi 
the accusation of the Jews before thee: be- 
cause thou art well acquainted with all their 
custoins, and the questions commonly debated 
among them: I therefore beseech thee to hear 
me pauently. All the Jews are well acquaint- 
ed with my manner of lite, from my youth, the 
greatest part of it having been spent with mine 
ownh counwymen at Jerusalem. ‘They also 
know that J was educated under the iustitu- 
tions of the Plarisee 3, the strictest sect of our 
religion, and am pow arraigned for a tenct be- 
lieved by all their fathers; a tenet sufficiently 
eredible in itself, and plainly revealed in the 
Seriptures, I mean, the resurrection of the dead. 
Why should any mortal think it ejther imered- 
ible or impossible, that God should raise the 
dead ? 

“J, indeed, formerly thought myself indispen- 
sably obliged to oppose the religion of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Nor was I satisfied with imprison- 
ing and punishing with death itself the saints 
1 found at Jerusalem ; Teven perseented them 
in strange cities, whither my implacable zea! 





pursued them, having procured authority for! 


that purpose from the chief priests and elders. 

“Accordingly | departed for Damascus, with 
a comimission from the Sanhedria : but as I 
was travelling towards that city, | saw at mid- 
day, O king, a light from heaven, far exceeding 
the brightness of the sun, encompassing me 
and my companions. On seeing this awlul ap- 














Reflections on the Character of Absalom. 7s 


pearance, we all fell to the earth, and | heard 
a voice which seid to me, in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, ‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ? 
Itis hard for thee to kick against the pricks,’ 
To which I answered, * Who art theu, Lord ” 
and he replied, ‘Iam Jesus, whom thou perse- 
cutest.’ But be not terrified, arise from the 
earth ; for I have appeared unto thee, that thou 
mightest be both a witness of the things thou 
hast seen, and also of others which I will here- 
after reveal unto thee. My power shall deliver 
thee from the Jews and Gentiles, to whom now 
L send thee to preach the Gospel; to withdraw 
the veil of darkness and ignorance ; to turn 
them from falsehood unte truth, ‘and from the 
power of Satan unto God.’ 

“* Accordingly, king Agrippa. I readily obey- 
ed the heavenly vision: 1 preached the Gospel 
first to the iniabitants of Damascus, then to 
those of Jerusalem and Judea, and afterwards 
to the Gentiles; persuading them to forsake 
their iniquities, and, by sincere repentance, turn 
to the living God. 

“These endeavers to save the souls of sinful 
mortals exasperated the Jews, who caught me 
in the temple, and entered into a conspiracy to 
destroy me. But, by the help of Omnipotence, 
I still remain a witness to all the human race, 
preaching nothing but what Moses and all the 
prophets foretold, namely, That the Messiah 
should suffer, be the first that should rise from 
the chambers of the grave, and publish the 
glad tidings of salvation, both to the Jews and 
Gentiles. 

While the apostle thus pleaded for himself, 
Festus cried out, “Paul, then art mad, tov 
much study hath deprived thee of thy reason,” 
But Paul answered, “lam fer, most noble Fes- 
tus, from being transported with idle and dis- 
tracted ideas; the words | speak are dictated by 
truth and sobriety; and Lam persuaded that 
king Agrippa hitmscht is not ignorant of these 
things; for they wete transacted openly before 
the world. Lam confident, king Agrippa, that 
thou believest the prophets, and therefore must 
know that all their predictions were fulfilled in 
Christ.” To whieh Agrippa answered, “Thou 
hast almost persuaded me to enrbrace the Chris- 
tian faith.’ Paul replied, «1 sincerely wish 
that not only thou, but also all that hear me, 
were not almost, but altogether, the same as I 
myscif, except being jrisoners.” 





REFLECTIONS ON THE CHARACTER 
OF ABSALOM. 

Our minds often receive inore salutary im 
pressions from the conteruplation of character, 
than from the perusal of works written to en- 
force the practice of morals. Pyudence and 
fortitude, a love of virtue anda dread of evil, 
are qualities which the young lave frequently 
imbibed from the study of distuguished char- 
acters; of those who encountered vicissitudes, 
and ruse by steady aud honest conduet, from 
obscure and disheartening circumstances to 
wealth, honor, and distinction. Convinced that 
such isa pleasing mode of conveying instruc- 
tion, the writer introduces to his youthful read- 
ers, the character of Absalom, the son of David, 
king of Israel. There is none more hkely to 
Be- 


impart instruction and to create interest. 
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74 Reflections on the Characten of Absalom. 


fore we can perceive the moral reflections to be 
drawn from the history of this affecting youth, 
we must notice bis peculiar distinctions, and his 
evil character. 

The distinctions granted him by an :ndulgent 
providence were by no means common. He 
was the son of a monarch, and of one that was 
pious, no ordinary privilege as it respects roy- 
alty. He enjoyed amids! the disstpation of a 
palace, and the splendors of a court, a hurnble 
and consistent example in the character of bis 
father. To the distinctions of ranks we may 
add beauty of person. “From the sole of his 
foot even to the crown of his head there was no 
blemish in hin.” Forthe grace of his features, 
and the symmetry of his person, he was une- 
quailed by any in Israel. 

It is deeply to be regretted that the moral 
portrait is not so lovely as that we have been 
considering. The comiuct ot Absalom was of 
the most revolting kind, and the most obnox- 
jous vices were committed by him. The enn- 
meration of a few of these qualities will abun- 
dantly confirm the assertions of the preceding 
sentence. 

He was a murderer. As Amnow had under 
very perfidious circumstances dishonored the 
family to which Absalom belonged, he deter- 
mined to avenge the insult by the destruction of 
his life. This bloedy purpose he concealed for 
two years, speaking “ neither good nor bad” of 
Amnon, After the expiration of this period, 
be was invited to a shearing feast, and when 
intoxicated, slain by the command of his 
treacherous host. 

ide was an incendiary. After his return from 
banishment to which he had been subject for 
the marder of Amnon; he was desirous that 
Joab should induce his father to grant him an 
audience which had been refused in conse- 
quence of his conduct. Joab viewing Absa- 
lom as a dangerous aud an artful man, did not 
hearken to his wishes: and Absalom in the spirit 
of bitter retaliation commanded his servants to 
consume his property. But this is not all, 

He was a trailor. He conspired against the 
throne of his father. Lustead of maintaining 

{as a son ought to do,) the rectitude of his gov- 
ernment, he insinuated in the minds of the peo- 
ple dissatisfaction against it, and induced tem 
to revolt. la this unhappy rebellion he perish- 
ed, in arms against the best of fathers, and 
without the allowance of any time to seek re- 
conciliation with God. 

Let us now notice what moral lessons we are 
taught by this affecting history. It teaches us 
the emptiness of rank and beauty. To the 
thinds of ardent youth they may appear acqui- 
sitions greatly to be desired ; but the affecting 
history of Absalom reminds us how little is 
their value, how useless their possession. If 





(Jusx, 


The beauty of Sarah led Abraham to prevari- 
cate in the court of Pharaoh. It was the flow- 
ing gracefulness of Absalom’s hair that caused 
his death. It became entaugled in the thick 
boughs of an oak and he was overtaken and 
slain, Let not our youthful readers covet dis- 
tnctions so unimportant and dangerous as 
those “which rank and beauty give. True 
greatness consists in piety and truth. To pos- 
sess a character for principle and integrity, to 
have useful knowledge at command, and to 
stand well in the estimation of pious and excel- 
lent friends are distinetions far better than 
those which rank and beauty can confer. Let 
it be our concern to possess moral excellence, 
to display the features of the Christian temper. 
Let our adorning be not “that outward adorn- 
ing of plaiting the wair and of wearing of gold, 
‘or of putting on of apparel: but let it be the 
hidden man of ihe heart, in that which is not 
corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
i qniet spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
| great price.” 

Another lesson we are taught by this history 
is, that trwe piely is not hereditury, that is, does 
not descend from: parent to child. It is impos- 
sible for the parent to implant within his child 
the seed of divine grace. tle may commend 
him to God, he may admonish him by his coun- 
sels and instruct him by example, but beyond 
‘this he cannot go. If parents could change 

the hearts of their offspris.c we should not have 
read of the profligacy and uatimely end of the 
isons of Aaron, Eli, and David, nor would pious 
‘fathers and mothers be distressed by the ingrat- 
‘itude and wickedness of their children, The 
| knowledge of this truth should Jead our young 
‘friends to seck for personal religion, to pray for 
grace, that they may undergo a change of beart, 
| and avoid those rocks on which so many have 
made shipwreck of all that was valuable and 
important. 

Once more. We are taught by the affecting 
death of Absalom the evils which arise from dis- 
obedience to parents. We may rest assured that 
one act of disobedience paves the way for an- 
other. Absalom little ghought that the first 
transgression of his father’s orders would tempt 
him to go from one degree of disobedience to 
another, until he was led to take up arms and 
conspire against his life. When we begin to 
disobey, the door is open for the commission of 
the worst of crimes, the safeguards of virtue 
aregbroken down, and we become the willing 
servants of sin.” 











* Vice is a monster of a frightful mien, 
As to be hated needs but to be seen ; 

But seen too oft with a familiar face, | 
We first endare, then pity, then embriice.” 


Let not then our young friends forget the ad- 
monition of the wise man, but let it be engraven 





elevated rank and a beautiful person were a 
certain index of virtue we might then covet! 
their possession ; but, alas, instead of being the 
handmaids of religion, they are often possessed 
by those, who are strangers to moral purity 
and worth. To possess a title, and to move in 
the bigher circles of life, have often been 
thonght to give a license to immorality, and the 
liberty of plunging into every sensual excess. 
Nay, beauty itself has eften proved a snare./ 








upon the heart with a pen of iron and the point 


of a diamond. “ Enter not into the path of the 
wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it and pass 
away.” ConpDIscIPULUS. 


——-~ 


The Hon. Sawne! Lathrop and the Hon. Wm. B. Cal- 
houn, bave been elected to fill the vacancies in the Board 
of Trustees of Amberst College, occasioned by the deat! 
of Judge Hooker and the resignation of Gov. Linec!u. 
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~ RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. | 


NEW-HAVEN, June 27, 1829. 
GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT 

The Association had ity meeting on Tuesday the 
loth, at Wallingford—Rev. President Day, Modera- 
tor; Rev. Messrs. AfeEwen and Parsons, Scribes. 
fhe Sermon by Kev. Mr. Punderson was preached 
from Psalms, 51, 18:—“ Do good in thy good pleas- 
ure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.” 

Reports on the state of religion were received from 
the associated districts, and from the various ecclesi- 
astical bodies represented by their delegates. The 
Rev. President Porter of Andover, delegate from the 
General Association of Massachusetts, represented 
the number of ordinations in that Commonwealth da- 
ring the year past at eighty. The proportion which 
the Unitarian ministers formerly bore to the whole 
number of Congregational ministers in the state was 
once estimated, he remarked, at one third; while at 
present, counting Unitarians and Universalists, the 
orthodog Congregationalists composed three fourths 
of the whole number. 

The Andover Seminary was represented to be in a 
highly flourishing condition, exceeding in number 
that of any former period. It numbers at present 
ove hundred and forty members. 

The cause of temperance has been promoted du- 
ring the past year in Massachusetts, with a vigilance 
second to that of no state; putting her shoulder 
thereby to a change in the moral aspect of our land, 
“greater than that the world” said Dr. P., ‘‘in his 
opinion has ever yet beheld.” This, together with 
the calls which the watchmen of the church have had 
in defending her boundaries, wa. svegested as the 
probabie cause of an apparent check dutia. | o year 
past in the extent of her new conquests. The num- 
ber of revivals reported being less than formerly. 

The Domestic Missionary Society of Connecticut 
exhibit by their report a deficit in the treasury dur- 
ing the year past. Aid has been extended through 
its funds to twenty-seven congregations. There isa 
mortifying inconsistency and short-sightedness in the 
negligence with which our Christian brethren have 
passed over the wants of this Society. There is 
some defect certainly in the vision of that charity 
which overlooks the destitution and wants of our 
own congregations, in bearing the ordinances of the 
Gospel to distaut waste places. A defect which if 
they have any regerd for the interests of the church 
at home or abroad, they should take pains immedi- 
ately to correct. 

Rev. Professor Fitch was appointed to preach at 
the next meeting of the Connecticut Missionary So 
ciety—and Rev. Aaron Dutton to deliver the Concio 
ad Clerum. 

In the evening asermon was preached by the Rev. 
Mr. Foote, of Virginia, delegate from the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Charch. 


* The reports of the Consociations will be embraced in 
the General Narrative of ue State of Religion, and here- 
after presented to our readers. 
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Wednesday. Ameetng for prayer was beld as usu. 
al at6Gin the morning. A sermon was preached at 
11 o'clock, A. M. by Rev. Mr. Tenney of Wethers- 
field. After the services were through, Rev. Dr. 
McAuley of New-York, laid before the Association 
in an address of much interest the resolution of the 
American Bible Society, “to supply every destitute 
family in the United States with a copy of the Bible 
within two vears;""—with remarks respecting the ori- 
gin of this resolution, the manner in which it has been 
received, and the extent of the wants which it is 
intended to supply. An abstract of his Address will 
appear in our next number. 

Rev. Dr. Patton of Newport, Rhode Island, deliv- 
ered a sermon in the afternoon, at which time the Sa 
crament was administered, The Association passed 
a resolution approving of the resolution of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, submitted by Dr. McAuley in the 
morning, and recomménded the enterprise to the at- 
tention of the churches and congregations of the 
association. Rev. Mr. Ludiow, of Spring-streect 
church, N. Y¥. preached in the eveniog. 

The General Association holds its next session at 
Wethersfield on the 3rd Tuesday of June, 1830. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE COLLECTED IN 
THE MONTH OF JUNE. 
[FOR THE MONTHLY CONCERT. ] 

Soulh America.—The Rev. Mr. Parvin, who has 
lately arrived from Buenos Ayres, has stated some 
interesting facts respecting the state of religion in 
that city. He supposes that there are from 5 to 6000 
persons in that city who speak the English language, 
There are three protestant clergymen and one licen- 
tiate. From 150 to 200 attend at the Episcopal 
church, and a dozen children receive instruction on 
the Sabbath. In 1827 a Presbyterian chureh was or- 
ganized, at which about 60 attend, and about 75 chil- 
dren in the Sabbath Schools connected with it. A 
Scotch Presbyteriau church was opened March 15, 
1829. But few families possess the word of life. Mr. 
Parvin has been engaged in carrying Bibles from 
house to house. The question now is, Shall the vol- 
ume from God, or the works of Voltaire be the Bible 
of this country ’ Chilstian, which shall? 

Seamen.—lt is interesting to sce the deepening in 
terest felt in this long neglected class. A Magazine 
has been established for their benefit: which, hower- 
er, if not better sustained must soon be discontinued. 
Are not the interest of 100,000 seamen sufliciently 
important to demand of Christians assistance in the 
support of this Magazine? Hast thou a son away 
upon the ocean? Take, Christian Mother, this work 
for his and thy ow good. [tis ouly $1,50 per year. 

Colonizalion --At the secoud annual meeting of 
the Colonization Society of Connecticut, held on the 


. ’ ° a . 
2ist of May, 1829, the following resolutions were 


adopted : 

Resolved, That this Society view with peculiar in- 
terest and approbation, the practice which is obtain- 
ing among the churches of contributing to the aid of 
this Society on the 4th of July, or the next succeeil- 
ling Sabbath—a practice which we hope will prevail 


thronehont the State. 
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Also, Resolved, ‘That the Kev. J. H. Linsley, Rev. 
N.S. Wheaton, and Seth Terry Esq. be a committee 
to devise measures to have an auxiliary Society to 
the Connecticut State Colonization Society formed in 
each county in this State; one of the leadmg objects 
of which shall be, to have a public meeting in each 
town, or in several towns, united for this purpose, in 


the County on the 4th of July of each year, at which 


meeting an address shall be delivered, and a contri 
bution taken to aid the funds of the American Colon- 
ization Society. 

A circular has been addressed by the Managers of 
the N. ¥. State Colonization Society to the Clergy. 
men of all denominations in the State, recommend- 
ing that collections be made in the churches of that 
State on the 4th of July, or on the preceeding or fol- 
lowing Sabbath. 

The following resolution was adopted by the board 
of managers of the Parent Sotiety, Dec. 22, 1828 

Resolved? That the "African Repository after the 
first of March next, shall be sent to all such Clergy- 
men as have this year taken up collections on or 
about the 4th of July for the Society, and shall! be 
continued to them as long as they sha'! continue an- 
nually to take up collections. 

WESTERN INDIANS — Cherokees. —Mr. Thomp 


son says, ‘ there appears to be a spirit of enquiry and 





Concert. [Junr, 


age. Among them are some of the most respectable 
and intelligent men in the place, white settlers and In- 
dians. One poor crippled Indian woman seems to 
be a miracle of grace. Within afew days two of our 
boys have expressed a hope. others are more or less 
uneasy and seriously inquiring. The good work is 
still going on at Green Bay, and it is hoped with in- 
creasing power. Eight of the natives, says Mr. Mi- 
‘ner, were added to the church the first Sabbath of 
‘this month. About 15 others are indulging hopes, 
some of them I believe on good grounds. Meetings 
are solemn, still, and refreshing. Most of the youth 
are seriously concerned or hoping. Meetings are full 
on the Sabbath. 





Canada.—The British and Canadian School Soci- 
ety began to establish schools on Dell's system in Sep- 
tember, 1822. In September, 1825, there had been 
admitted 1,706 bows, and 444 girls. There is alsoa 
) Lancasterian school at Montreal, whichis patronized 
Many intelligent Catholic gen- 





iby many Catholics. 
tlemen have lately tarned their observation to the 
United States, and are struck with the difference. 
On inquiring into the causes of that difference, they 


are bevinning to suspect that popular ignorance is 
lless desivable than had been supposed. Even the 
Jaxer in self defence, are beginning to encourage 


popular Education. And what is still more worthy 


a thirst for knowledge throughout all parts of this va- | of notice, the provincial Assembly has just passed 


tion where Ihave travelled. In one instance two 
Cherokees, a young man and women, who could 
read, and who had failed of obtaining books at the 
ineeting which we held at their place of residence, 
followed us on foot over one of the highest mountains 
1} ever ascended, nive or ten miles, overtaking us just 
at #8 foot for the sake of geiting each of them a 
hymn-book.’ 

The translation of the Gospel of Matthew by Mr. 
Worcester is nearly or quite completed, and will be 
published without delay. 
of preparation and they are all to be printed in the 
peculiar character invented by Mr. Guess. 


Other books are tna course 


Choctaws.—The whole number of Schools kept du- 
ring the year is ten, containing to all 233 scholars. 
This year 18 have left the schcyls, having acquired a 
common education—29Y have left without such an edu- 
Mr. Williams 
After the 


cation, audS6 have joined the schools. 
writes—-our meetings are very interesting. 
public preaching and an intermission, the watives con- 
tinue to sing aud piay for some hours, and are then 
loth to leave the place. As soon as ove has spoken 
and prayed, another rises up, exhorts, and then 


prostrate before Jvliovah, he pours forth his soul in 


an act appropriating no less than £12,413, for ele- 
mentary education, and authorizing the Governor to 
allow to the master or mistress of any school, having 
not less than 20 pupils, the sum of £20 currency per 
annum and 10s. for every poor child instructed gratis. 
Provision is also made for the election of trustees of 
schools, in every parish. 

Uniied Staies—Many facis reiauve to the spread of 
Pupery ave alarming. The establishaient of a Catholic 
Seminary at St. Louis—subseriptions in that place of 
5000,—and a considerabie amount of this subscribed 
by Protestants. The silent but deadly influence of the 
Romish Charch is already extensive and powerful, partic- 
ularly over the rising generation. oyd consequently over 
the fountains of human character and action. A Cat)r- 
otic publication in Eerope states that there are already 
inthe State of Ohio 9 Cathotic Missionaries, and in the 
city of Cincinnati an elegant Cathedral, atieuded by a 
congregv'ion of ahout S00—ail at the expense of the 
* Society for propagating the faith” at Reme. Will not 
the friends of the Redeemer, of their country and of bu- 
mauity, awake to av effort in view of facts like these ? 

Revivals —Revivals are reported from Glasgow aad vi- 
cinity, Kentucky ; trom Midway, Martborough District-, 
(where are 96 new Conimu nicats, and ameng them two 
Revolutionary soldiers,) South Carolina; trom Bertin, 





prayer. 

A letter from Elliot dated about the 20th of May 
siates, that eight members of that family atteud the 
inquiry meetings. Two of the principal Chiefs of} 
the nation appear to be truly pious, and to bere J 
become nursing fathers. The new converts propose 
that hereafter the month!y concert be observed reg- 
ularly by them, and that a weekly prayer mecting 
between the Sabbaths be kept up. 

Mackinaw.—Mr. Ferry writes—I think as many as 
ten have become truly pious in the garijson and vill- 





Kingston, Berkshire, Saubury, Genoa and Orange, De.- 
aware Co, Athens, Ohio ; from Society Hill, Pa.; from 
Kelley Vale, Vt; from Dausville and Spencer, N. ¥.— 
From still other places there are notices of interesting 
revivals, which are unusually numerous at the preseut 
time. 

The whole number of pious vouth assisted by the Am. 
Ed. Society during the year is 404,—a large share of them 
are in an early stage of Education, 

By a resolution passed at the last anniversary, the Am. 
! 


Bible Sucicty caters immecdtutely apon an effort to supply 
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every family in the U. S. with a Bible within two years. 

At a meeting held in New-York a short time since, the 
sum of 87,580 was subscribed: $5,000 of which was 
by one individual, 

: We carnesily solicit the attention of all the friends of 
Religion and mankind, to the efforts of Temperance So- 
cieties and Sabbath Unions. The facts are too numer- 
ous and detailed for our limits, but they may be found 
in any of the religious periodicals. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 


TRACTS TO EVERY FAMILY WHICH IS WIL.- 
LING TO RECEIVE THEM. 


Had not God, in his providence, brought before 
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undisturbed dominion—and in this simaple and de- 
lightful plan of operation, each humble Christian 
may do essentially the samé thing. For 

2. It is an undeniable fact, that, even in this land 
80 distinguished by Gospel privileges. large portions 
of the population enjoy no means of grace whatever. 
We do not refer merely to the Valley of the Missis- 
sippi, and the amazing tide of population that is daily 
rolling to the West; nor to the sparse population of 
| extensive portions of the South ; nor to the victims of 
vice aud infidelity congregated in our large cities; 





aud a deprivation of the Gospel; w@v@fer to these— 
but we refer also to the most favored portions of our 
| whole land, whether in New Eagland or out of it, 
and we say that even (here (taking any portion of 
considerable size,) will be found many familics, whe 


nor to places specially distinguished for wickedness 
| 


the minds of Christians the dutv of a s¥stematic dis. absent themselves wholly from the house of Ged, whoa 
tribution of Tracts to all who are willing to receive | are destitute of the Bible or neglect to read it; on 
them, it might have been easy to satisfy conscience, whom no minister of the Gospel calls to converse 


while the duty was neglected ; but with the light res- 
pecting the duty has come also the obligation to per- 
form it, and neither the one nor the other can now be 
evaded. The Committee of the American Tract So- 
ciety, in their Annual Report, have urged this thor- 
ough method of distribution by the most convincing 
considerations; the Branch Tract Socicties in Boston 
aud Philadelphia have unanimously sanctioned it in 
spirited resolutions, and, so far as this method is 
kuown, it manifestly commends itself to the cordial 
approbation of all the people of God. 

The plan is simply to divide any given portion of 
the country into convenient districts ; and, at a meet- 
ing of active friends of the cause, assign each district 
to some individual, male or female, who will person- 
ally and statedly visit every dwelling. present a 
‘Tract to each family, explain the method and desiga 
of the distribution, and engave, as far as circumstan- 
ces permit, in personal religious conversation. A 
sketch of the plan, as adopted, for four successive 
months, throughout the city of New-York, by the 
New-York: City Tract Society, is presented much 
more in detail in a cireular issued by that Society, 
and also in the Appendix to the Anoual Report of 
the Parent Institution, aod in the Tract Magazine for 
June and July. 

It has been considered an essential item of the plan 
to select the same Tract for distribution each month, 
throughout the whole city, or lering a sufficient quan- 
tity of each Tract beforehand from the Parent Insti- 
tation. The Institution and Observance of the Sab- 
bath was selected for March, Kittredge on Intemper- 
ance, for April, the Dairyman’s Daughter, for May. 
the Importance of Consideration, for June, Quench 
not the Spirit, for July, Temper is Every Thing, for 
August, Search the Scriptures, for September, and,’ 
Do you want a Friend! for October. ‘This measure 
being adopted, the distribution may be long contin- 
ued, with assurance that the same Tract is not twice 
presented to one family. Some of the encouraging 
facts, which have occurred in these distributions, we 
shall here add, after adverting to a few considera- 


with them on eternal things ; whom no private Chris- 
tian visits with any dearee of frequency ov the same 
errand of love: and who are living without God, and 
without hope, and without the means of grace, and 
dying in this Christian land, under a condemnation 
more aggravated than that of the poor benighted 
heathen. Would to God that these representations 
were unfounded. But if any one is disposed to ques- 
tion their correctness, let him first be assured that 
they apply not to his own immediate vicinity, and we 
shall rejoice to hear his testimony. 

3. It is a clear and solemn duty to offer the messages 
of the Gospel, in some form, continually to all. “ Go 
ye—aud preach the Gospel to every creature.’ There 
are long arrears to be brought up for the dying hea- 
then ; but shall we live, und die, and go to the judg- 
ment, while families within one mile, or two, or five 
of us, have scarcely received the message of the Gos- 
pel in any form whatever, and will meet us in the 
judgment, to ask why, when we knew the grace of 
our glorious Redeemer, and wore away our whole 
life almost at their very doors, we did not carry them, 
in any form, the Gospel message, and entreat them 
to receive it, even with earnestness and tears! 

4. The stated distriburion of a Tract lo every family 
is a most happy method of conveying to all some portion 
of Gospel truth. The Tracts ave atiractive in their 
appearance, and short, and interesiing, The suc- 
cessive Tracts come in a constant variety; they come 
as a free gift, a token of friendship and affection; if 
the heads of the family do not value them, they are 
very often acceptable to the young; by presenting 
the same Tract to all, no invidious distinctions what- 
ever are made—the complaint of each family will 
rather be that tecy are passed by, than that they re- 
ceive the gift in connexion with others—and, in ad- 
dition to all the encouragements to hope the Tract 
itself will be useful, an almost urparalleled oppor- 
tunity for personal religious conversation is present- 
ed, for persuading to an attendance on public wor- 
ship, recommending the perusal of the Bible, and the 
placing of the young in Sabbath Schools, supplying 





tions clearly urging the duty; for on this subject, we 
feel that we can never be silent, till the whole Chris. | 
tian community are awake to its importance, and the 
work is carried into active and thorough execution | 
throughout all our boundaries. 
1. There is a single feature of the plan which | 
must bind it for ever to the affections of the people of | 
God: it opens before them a way of directly eular- 
ging, by their own personal efforls, under the Divine 
blessing, the boundaries of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
and extending it into the territory of the grand ad- 
versary of souls. The Apostle spoke with Christian 
triumph of building “ not upoa another man’s found- 
ation’ —of carrying the blessed tid ngs of salvation 


the temporal! wants of the needy, and imparting bles- 
Sings, temporal and spiritual, to all our fellow beings, 
to whom the providence of God thus gives us an ac- 
cess. 

Let no one suppose that we magnify the importance 
of thia means of grace, as contrasled with other means. 


We bless and praise God for the hope we have, that 


ere long a Bible will be placed in every family in our 
country ; and soon may the time come, when every 
child shall enjoy the blessings of the Sabbath School, 
and when the commissioned minister of Christ shall 
enter every dwelling to proclaim the way of salvation 
through the Redeemer. ‘* This ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.” When we 
shall use all the means of grace with all oar fellow 





where but for him, the great enemy might have held 
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beings, and in humble reliance on God for a blessing, 
then may we hope thatthe kingdom of God will come 
with power. 

5. Nor must we pass in silence the rich blessing 
which their labor of love brings into the hearts of the 
distributors themselves. Ut is a blessing such as God 
loves to impart, and is with more difficulty described 
than prized by the devoted Christian, who knows the 
joys of laboring for Christ. It involves all the rich 
fulfilment of that promise, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive’—it warms the heart, it draws forth 
the tear of sorrow for the ravages which sin has 
made, andt r of gratitude that there is salvation 
in the Savior’s cross, aud that he condescends to use 
such feeble instruments to advance his cause on 
earth; it lifts the sou! in praver, it swells the bosom 
with Christian love—it is a labor from which a child 
of God might joyfully go to give up his account— 
and hear the meltings of overflowing grace: “1 was 
hungry, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ve 
gave me drink; | was naked and ye clothed me; I 
was sick and ye visited me; I was in prison and ye 
came unto me—inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it un- 
to me.” We have ourselves engaged in these distri- 
butions with a consciousness, strong as we have ever 
felt, that we were in the path of duty, that we had 
the aids of the Holy Spirit, giving us joy and peace 
in our own hearts, and opening before us the way of 
access to the hearts of others. 

Other cheering encouragements for the stated dis- 
tribution of Tracts to every family which is willing to 
receive them, are found in the facls which, in these 
distributions, have already been developed. The fol- 
lowing are selected from the reports of distributions 
in the city of New-York for the months of April and 
May. 

The distributors, says the Committee for Ward No. 
1, almost universally report that the Tract was well 
received: and many instances are named in which 
much gratitade was expressed, and a hope that the 
Tracts would be continued. A distributor in 110 
families says, ‘ When this district was first assigned 
to me, I considered it large. and thought of having 
some person associated with me; but I have been 
agreeably disappointed. and should now be willing to 
lrave one of double the size.” The distributor of 139 
Tracts reports, that a grocer and a Roman Catholic 
who last month declined receiving Tracts, both con- 
sented this month; and that a distinguished Univer- 
salist, who sneered at them. consented, after a long 
conversation, to receive them every month. A dis- 
tributer in three blocks between South-street and 
Front, says, ‘‘ f have distributed 118 Tracts, and am 
happy to say that nothing like opposition has been 
manifested.” If no other results were to follow this 
great enterprize, than the discipline it will give the 
distributors themselves, inspiring devotional habits 
and feelings, government of temper, humility, pa- 
tience, perseverance and Christian boldness, the work 
would be worthy of perpetuity 

The distributors, say the committe for the 2d 
Ward, are generally zealous in the good cause, and 
encouraged to persevere. If the Committees do not 
crow weary in well doing. no doubt great good will 
be done, by their carrying into every family the 
word of life, in the form of Tracts, accompanied by 
= word from the distributor, which, in many instan- 
ces, will prove to be as a nail fastened in a sure 
place. 

The Committee for the 3d Ward says, I had occa-| 
sion to call on a lady of afluence in S street, 
who remarked to me, that this month and the last a 
Tract had been presented to her, and she was much 
pleased with the plan of distribution adopted, and 
thought she must make a donation to aid the cause. 
On the following day she sent me ten dollars. 

In the 5th Ward. one distributor says “T should ! 
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judge, that not more than one family in four in my 
district statedly attend any piace of worship,” “ Tije 
Tracts distributed by ime this month,” says another, 
‘““were received with much pleasure, and some ex- 
pressed great approbation of the Tract distributed 
last month. I saw a geutleman io Broadway, who 
last month, through his servant, refused the Tract; 
but on my explaining the object, he uow received 
one with pleasure.” Another says I have found 
much encouragement in fulfilling the duty assigned 
me. I did expect some difficulty in distributing Kit. 
tredge’s Address on Intemperance; but, except in 
pone or two instances, extreme piecasure was shown 
and great interest manifested in the cause of Temper- 
ance. I should be very unwilling to relinquish the 
privilege of being a Tract distributor.” 

The Committee for Ward No. 10 says, “ On the 
whole there @reason for much encouragement. The 
Tracts are more gratefully received than it was ap- 
prehended they would be, and the labor of the dis- 
tributors is less difficult than wasyat first supposed. 
Many occurrences have been reported, showing the 
great need of Tracts, and of al! other menns of in- 
struction.” 

In Ward No. 11, one lady said, that the Dairy- 
man’s Daughter was the means of her first religions 
impressions, which she trusted had terminated in her 
conversion. Another said she prized the Tract I pre- 


leading her to renounce all hope of salvation without 
an interest in Christ; and that she now hoped her 
sins had been forgiven. i 

The Committee for Ward No. 13 reports: The dis- 
tributors have, in general, presented the Tracts in 
person, and where practicable have entered into free 
religious conversation. Four persons were found ear- 
nesily seeking the salvation of their mecious immortal 
souls. One female distributor says, The gratification 
I experienced is a saflicient incitement to persevere 
in this interesting labor of love—my eves have seen 
enough to encourage all the friends of the Tract 
cause. Another says, a young man, who had artend- 
ed infidel meetings in this city, has been seen reading 
a Tract, with his eves suffused im tears. Another 
says, “ A young man took up the Tract on Intem- 
perance, and was so affected in reading it, that he 
has not drank a drop of ardent spirits since.”” A 
Roman Catholic lady was seriously impressed io 
reading a Tract, and desires religious conversation, 
and takes mach delight in prayer-meetings. A Ro- 
man Catholic gentleman, who disregarded every 


‘thing serious, seems much chan-ed since reading the 


Tracts: when his wife expressed a fear that reading 
the Tracts would turn them from the Catholic faith, 
he replied, “ he did not care what he was turned 
Trom, if he could get true religion.” ‘ A lady,” says 











a distributor, “who was net found last month, en- 
treated me, with tears, to bring her a copy of the 
Dairywan’s Daughter, when [ came again.” 

The Committee for Ward No. 14, reports the fol- 
lowing instances: One distributer, a young lady, who 
recently requested the privilege of occupying a dis- 
trict, said to me at the close of the last meeting of 
distributors, ‘I have taken great pleasure in distrib- 
uting Tracts, and have often bought them at the 
Tract House for this purpose. I suppose I feel more 
interest in distributing them, because @ Tract first led 
me lo attend to religion. It was * Quench not the 
Spirit.’ [ read it three times, and determined that | 
would ‘seek religion now.’’ She is a member of a 
church in New-Jersey. and gives verw decided evi- 
dence of piety. One woman very thankfully received 
a Tract. seeing it was on the subject of Intemperance. 
She had been seventeen years in this country, and 
had lived, she said, very happily with ber husband 
till he betook himself to the use of strong drink. 





“* Now,” she added, “ you cannot conceive how muc!s 
Tenffer. Pray come again with Tracts.”’ 


sented to her very highly, for it was the means of 
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Au esteemed clergyiman of the city recently met an 
aged female member of his church with the usual 
salutation, ‘How do youde?” “I am getting bet- 
ter,’ she replied. “ Getting better ?—1 did not know 
that you had beeh sick.”” ‘Oh yes—I have been ail- 
ing these fiye and twenty years. But I begin to feel 
better. God bless the Tract Society! These Tracts 
that they are distributing to every family, have come 
close home upon my husband. They told him he 
must not break the Sabbath, and so plainly, that he 
knew they meant him. They told bim his Lord's 
will, and he has begun todo it. He prays in his fam- 
ily now. Yes, and he has knocked off his glass, too! 
| begin to feel a good deal better, Sir.”’ 

“ The wife of an intemperate man said, that Kit- 
tredge’s Address was the best Tract ever distributed. 
Her husband left off drinking entirely, from the time 
of reading it ; but she was obliged to add that, within 
two or three days, he had commenced again. ‘‘ The 
history of distribution in this Ward,” says the report, 
“clearly shows that the work in which we have en- 
gaged is altogether practicable, and promises very 
great good: nothing but criminal remissness, it ap- 
pears to vour Committee, can prevent its being per- 
manently prosecuted. The grand point is for the dis- 
tributor to become acquainted with every family, and 
to show, by his conversation and deportment, that the 
sole desire of his heart is to promote their best interests 

for this world and thé world to come—then the work is 
easy, and often very delightful. It is almost the on- 
ly means yet devised of carrying the Gospel to a vast 
portion of our population. It is the belief of your 
Committee, that the work is more important than has 
yet been felt by any.” 

” The duty manifestly devolves on Branches and Auz- 
iliaries to take up this work, and carry it on, through- 
out their own appropriate fields of labor. We wish 
the officer of every Auxiliary who reads these lines, 
immediately to have a meeting of the Board or Com- 
mittee of the Society with which he is connected call- 
ed, the documents on the subject, which have come 
to hand, read; the obligations to enter on the work 
solemnly and prayerfully considered ; and such mexs- 
ures immediately adopted as the best interests of the 
eause of Tracts and of religion demand. 

If any feel, that the plan of operations proposed 
will be attended with insuperable obstacles, we urge 
on their attention the animating facts above mention- 
ed, and others which have been published and ex- 
tensively circulated 

If any feel, that it will be impossible to raise funds 
for rocuring the Tracts which shall be requisite for 

‘the monthly distribution of a Tract to every family, 
we recommend to them the adoption of this simple 
principle, that whenever God points ont to us the per- 
formance of any duty, if we enter upon it discreetly 
and faithfully, and in dependence on him, using 
proper endeavors to obtain the requisite means, he 
will never suffer tlie object to fail or falter for want 
of pecuniary aid. 

To God and to the hearts of Christians we com- 
mend this important design, praying that the day may 
soon come, when there sha!! not bea family in these 
United States, who is not visited from time to time by 
Evangelical Tracts, presented by the hand, and ac 
companied by the cheering smile and cordial best 
wishes and prayers of some faithful, devoted follower 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. H 

A NEW ERA. 


Christians, what means it, that the Church is awak- 
ing to the duty of conveying the Bible to all, and of 
carrying Tracts to all ; and, by every means which 
can be devised, offering the message of the Gospel to 
ali? What means this new sense in the hearts of 


thousands, that the Gospel is a messaGe, that must be 
carried aud delivered to all without delay—that is not 
merely to be proclaimed im pulpits, and locked up Bi- 
ble and Tract Depositories. buat to be carried and fen- 


Summary. 
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dered to men who will not come after it, in their own 
plaees of abode! Are these not fruits of the motions 
of the Spirit? And is not God waiting to be gra- 
cious? Let us beware how we resist these motions, 
and grieve away the Heavenly Messenger. Let us 
follow with the tenderest concern and the most filial 
obedience, wherever he would lead. His call is 
“wow.” Let us not offend the blessed frieed of our 
hearts by saying, ‘‘Go thy way for this time!” Let 
us come up steadfastly and with unshaken confidence 
to the discharge of duty, that God may bless us, and 
when he calls for us, we may be “a laboring for 


him. 
SUMMARY. 

Who is impoverished ?2—The Exlitor of the 
Providence Cadet bas made the wonderful dis- 
covery thatthe hard times are occasioned by 
the support of Foreign Missionaries, at an an- 
nual cost of one hundred thousand dollars. 
Now we wil! not stop to inquire how many 
millions annually it costs the country for rum 
and other inebriating liquors, or for lottery tick- 
ets, but will agree to give the said Editor a new 
jsuit of domestic (we suppose his patriotism 
would not allow him to wear foreign fabrics) 
if he will produce a solitary individual of re- 
spectability who will acknowledge that he 
thinks himself, in any way, the poorer for hav- 
ing contributed to Missionary, or any other of 
the benevolent societies of the day.—Vewbury- 
port Herald. 


Caswell County, N. C.—The Bible Society of 
this county has had two students of the Union 
Theological Seminary engaged in searching 
out and supplying the destitute. They were to 
continue ullevery family should be supplied, 
but have been stopped because their stock of 
Bibles was exhausted. So far as they had 
gone, one fourth of the families were found des- 
titute.—Vis & Tel. abr. 


British and Foreign Bible Society.—The 25th 
anniversary of this noble Institution was held 
in London on the 6th of Mav—Lord Teign- 
mouth, the venerable President, in the chair. 
It appeared from the Annual Report, that the 
nett receipts of the Society up to the Ist of 
April were £86,259 10s. 6d. being £7,315 12s. 
7d. over last year’s receipts. The namber of 
Bibles and Testaments issued during the year 
amounted to 363.421, being an excess of 20,154 
over that of any one year since the commence- 
ment of the Society. 


Catholics in China.—A Paris account of May 
2d says: “Four Chinese sent to Europe by the 
Lazarite Missionuries were presented to the 
King, on Wednesday, at his return from the 
Chapel. They are from twenty to twenty-six 
years of age. One of them speaks Latin flu- 
ently and the others understand that language. 
They were educated by Father Lamolt, who 
has been established at Pekiu, since 1787, and 
has beeninterpreter of European languages for 
the emperor, but has now been exiled for hav- 
ing formed a Christian school. The Lazarite 
who superintended the school has been stran- 
gled. After four or five years more of study, 





they will carry back to their country, the spir- 
itual doctrines which aloue can relieve the mer- 
alcharacter of a people who are groaning un- 
der a voke which restrains the intellect.” 
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THE KNELL. 


A gILvery tene was 0 the summer air, 
And yet it was not music.—The sweet birds 
Went wildly warbling forth from grove and dell 
Their thrilling melodies,—yet this low tone 
Chim’d net with them.— Bot in the secret soul 
A deepr awoke, troubling the fount 
Where ie are born.— Too well | knew 
The grave's prelusive melody.—I turn d 
Aud sought the house of mourning. — 
Ah pale friend ! 
Who speak’st not,—look’st not,—dost not give the 
hand, 
Hath Love so perish'd im that marble breast 
Once its own throne ’—Thon silent, changeless one, 
The seal is on thy virtnes, now no more 
Like ours to waver in temptations blast, 
Perchance to fall — 
Fear hath no longer power 
To chill thy life-stream, and frail Hope doth fold 
Her rainbow wing, and sink to rest with thee. 
-—How good to be uncloth'd. and sleep in peace !— 
— Friend '—Friend '—I would not lose thee !—Thou 
hast been 

The sharer of my sympathies, the soul 
That prompted me to good, the hand that shed 
Dew on my feeble virtues, and upheld 
My heart when it desponded.—tIn all scenes 
Where we have dwelt together, or have walk’d 
In Frieadship's holy concord, | am now 
But a divided being. Who is left 
To love as thou hast lov’d ’— 

—But yet to share 
A few more welcomes from thy soft, -blue cye, 
A few more presseres of thy snowy hand 
And ruby lip. would I still chain thee here 
To all that change and plenitude of ill 
Which we inherit '—Hence. thou selfish Grief! 
Thy root is in the eath, and all thy fruits 
Bitter and baneful —Sacred Joy should spring 
When our co heirs of Immortality 
Assume their glorious portion.— 

Go, belov'd ! 

First, for thon wert most worthy —1 will strive 
As best such frail one may, to follow thee. 


Hartford, Coun. 


tH. 
ANECDOTE OF MELANCTHON. 


The German Reformers, at the time of the Diet of 
Angsburg in 1539, deeply felt the danger of their 
situation, but they committed their cause unto their 
heavenly Father. and knew that all things would 
work together for good. An affecting anecdote in 
reference to this confidence has been preserved. Lu- 
ther and Melancthon, with some other divines, were 
assembled at Tergau, to consalt about the measures 
proper to be followed in their present exigencies. 
After having spent some time in earnest prayer, 
Metancthon was called ovt of the room He left his 


Poetry —TVhe Wuell.—~Aneedote of Meluncthon. 
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== | entin bis countedance, but shortly after returned wit), 


an expression of cheerfuluess which surprised Lu. 
ther, and induced him to ask the cause. Melanc. 
| thon exclaimed, “ Let us not be discouraged, for { 
have seen those who are a protection and defence for 
us, and will prove invincible against every foe.” 
Luther eagerly inquired who these watriors were ! 
Melancthon replied, “ They ave the wives of our el. 
ders and deacons, with their children, whose pray- 
ers | have just now witnessed--prayers which I am 
satisfied our God will hear, for the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ has never yet neglected them, nor 
can he, we may trust, weglect them.”” While absent 
from the room, he had seen the wives of the elders of 
their churches busily employed in the care of their 
families, and also engaged in prayer. With them 
were infants at the breast, while some children a lit- 
tle older were presenting their youthful supplications 
to the Lord.—Ilistory of the Church of Choist. 








At a meeting of the “ Yousa Mey’s Temper. 


} . 
asce Society or New Havens,” on the 17th mat. the 





following persons were chosen officers for the ensuing 
year, viz: 
JAMES E. P. DEAN, President. 
CURTIS M. DOOLITILE, 2 
ISAAC THOMPSON, 5 
LIENRY WHITE, Secretary. 
FRANCIS T. JARMAN, Treasurer. 
Samuel B Munson, Atwater Treat, James Pun- 
derford, E. D. Foot, Amos Townsed, Jr. Charles B. 
Lines, Jr., E. S. Minor, Committee. 


Vice 
Presidents. 





A CARD. 


The subscriber gratefully acknowledges the 
receipt of twenty dollars fromthe ladies in his Soci- 


| ety, to constitute him a life member of the American 


Tract Society. Also ten dollars from the same to 

constitate him a life member of the State Sabbath 

School Uniun. Asa M. Train. 
Mitford, April 20, 1829. ' 





(> The Annual Meeting of the Female 
Education Society of New Haven, will be held on 
Wednesday, July Ist, at the house of Stephen Twi- 
ning, Esq. at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

In the evening at half past 7, a Sermon will be 
preached before the Society, in the CeutreSCharch, 
by the Rev. Professor Fitch, and a colleetion tak- 
ev for the benefit of the Society. 





Ebenr. Catlin; Rev. J. Matthews; Alden Day 
Horatio Smith; Jasper Gilbert; George Bowen; 
Robert Bedney ; E. B. Tompkins: A. J. Fassett ; J 
M. Lindsivy ; Ambrose Peck; Walter White; F. M. 
Camp; Jos. L Coit; H. ©. Sanford; Enos §. 
Camp; S. G. Baker; G. H. Boughton; Samuel T 


companions with the deep anxiety of his mind appar-! Babbett; Charles Charch; J+ Coorledge. 
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